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requirements for new buildings, and improving traffic safety. But those opportunities were lost.

The 2006 General Assembly Special Session could have supported new funds from reasonable, business-
supported revenue options such as increased taxes on rental cars, and transient occupancy tax. These two
proposals would have gained revenue from people who, for the most part, do not live in Virginia. All these
measures failed, as each House killed the other's bills. While these proposals were not the solution to our
transportation woes they could have provided a fair, acceptable, and useful set of worthy actions that would
have make a difference to commuters trying to get to work and businesses trying to get their goods to
market.

The House of Delegate’s majority party saw all the problems with our transportation system, but opposed all
the solutions. In an unacceptable solution, the majority Republicans placed heavy weight on the use of debt
for their transportation improvement package. Their proposal, which I opposed, would have borrowed from
such core needs as public schools, police and emergency response programs, environmental clean-up, and
health care. All of these core services already suffer from under funding. Among Democratic Caucus
members and the State Senate, the notion of going into substantial debt and robbing from one program to
benefit another. while potentiallv riskine our Commonwealth’s bond ratine. was not acceptable.

In the end, the General Assembly’s rump session made it clear to me that the current General Assembly
majority is not composed of those willing to make the hard choices necessary to resolve our transportation
needs. They shirked, skated, and shrunk from their duty. By denying revenue options that could have made
a positive difference, they have consigned Northern Virginia, Tidewater, and southwestern communities to
enormous higher costs in the future to get our transportation system moving.

Again, thank you for taking the time to share your views with me. Please do not hesitate to contact me
again on this, or on any other issue of concern to you.

Sincerely,

Albert C. Eisenberg
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